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Allegato n.3
Project in support of the training programme for the development of linguistic
and communicative competence in English for Italian primary school teachers
Overseas intensive training programme in the UK – IPT 2008
The overseas intensive training programme is designed for:

- primary school teachers who have completed their training and hold the end-of-training certificate of competence in English language teaching - issued by the Regional Education Authority – stating that he or she has attained a B1 level of linguistic competence (on the basis of the level definitions set out in the Common European Framework Global Assessment Scale of Reference for Languages)
Dates and duration:

- two weeks at a training institute and/or British University in the period 16 June to 26 July 2008
Board and lodging:
- residential accommodation in a college hall of residence or similar (not with a family) with breakfast and evening meal included.  Lunch is not included, but a variety of reasonably priced options can be found at the university or training institute. 
Travel:

- travel costs are the responsibility of the individual attending the training programme.
Course structure:

- 6 hours of coursework a day, five days a week, constituting 60 hours of training over two weeks 

- classes will be structured around group work with an appropriately qualified and experienced             training team, plus two visits to primary schools, to be followed by sessions reflecting on the observation and its relevance to the teachers’ own contexts 
- as well as the 60 hours of course time planned in the agreed programme, teachers will have access to study centres/laboratories with multimedia resources, for independent study
-  the host institute will arrange for guest speakers on YL and ELT topics and for the inclusion of a drama workshop in the programme
- the host institute will be arranging a number of social and cultural events for the evenings and weekends 

Training objectives:
The aim of the intensive course programme will be to develop two key components of the professional competence of the primary school English teachers:


- the improvement/consolidation of linguistic-communicative competence at CEFR B1 level

- the exploration and enhanced understanding of fundamental educational and methodological aspects of the learning and teaching of a foreign language at an early age.

The detail of the programme will focus, in particular, on the consolidation of the teachers’ language awareness and communicative competence, with particular reference to the ability to deliver effective teaching of and in English in the primary classroom. The educational and methodological elements should be integrated into the training process through a combination of experiential learning, reflection, discussion and, where appropriate, ‘loop input’ processes. This integration should include the two timetabled visits to local primary schools, where some of the matters covered on the course can be illustrated (e.g. the use of technology and the media in foreign language teaching; specific problems in language learning at an early age; English for classroom management; effective management of classroom interaction etc.)
The Courses
The classes will have a target class size of 12 teachers per class.

The Italian Primary teachers will be assessed at the beginning of the course so as to ensure the most effective grouping for language learning.

Teachers will be assessed at the end of the course with a particular emphasis on their spoken English.

Each UK host institution will have an Italian speaker within their project team.

Each UK host institution will send to the teachers, via their regional referenti, documentation of the institution and the region, in advance of the course.

Co-ordinators

Each Italian region will send at least one person per course with the responsibility to be and the ability to be an effective co-ordinator for the group, providing support for the teachers while they are in the UK.
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